
Learning and Engagement

La Jolla Music Society’s award-winning Learning and Engagement Programming provides
unmatched access and learning opportunities to more than 11,000 students and community
members throughout San Diego County annually. With learning and engagement at the
heart of our mission, we work closely with each visiting artist and ensemble to create
outreach activities that highlight their unique talents and expertise at both The Conrad and
in the community.

With our state-of the-art video and streaming capabilities at The Conrad, we are able to
provide live streaming for events such as our annual SummerFest and learning events for
free in our Digital Concert Hall.

Preludes
Ticket holders are invited to hear musical and historical insights through engaging
interviews and lectures before most performances. For Discovery Series concerts and
throughout SummerFest, Musical Preludes feature SummerFest Fellowship Artists and local
emerging artists.

Open Rehearsals
Open Rehearsals provide a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the intricate rehearsal process
and post-rehearsal Q&As with the artists.

Encounters
SummerFest Encounters take a deep dive into specific topics with expert panelists and
lecturers, including music history and theory, roundtable discussions with
composers-in-residence, and presentations on how to develop a successful career in music.

Artist Talks
Artist Talks are intimate, in-depth conversations focused on the artist as an individual, what
drew them to their art form and what keeps them inspired.

Community Arts Open House
Each spring we celebrate the local arts community at The Conrad with an Open House
featuring movement, art, and music classes, and performances from talented school,
community, and professional groups—all free and fun for the whole family.

https://ljms.org/digital-concert-hall/


Coaching Workshops and Master Classes
Free and open to the public, Coaching Workshops and Master Classes pair young musicians
and dancers with some of the most talented performers in the world to learn directly from
the artists. These sessions provide a unique opportunity to observe the evolution of
interpretation and performance in an intimate setting.

Fellowship Artist Program
The Fellowship Artist Program is rigorous, but highly rewarding. It offers a unique
experience to emerging classical musicians by providing a seamless blend between
educational and professional opportunities. With daily Coaching Workshops and myriad
performance opportunities, the program focuses on developing the interpretation,
communication, and performance skills required in chamber music. The Fellowship Artist
Program is open to string quartets, violinists, cellists, and pianists.

Community Music Center
La Jolla Music Society has operated our award-winning afterschool music program, the
Community Music Center (CMC), for more than 20 years. Based in Logan Heights at the
Logan Memorial Education Campus (formerly Memorial Preparatory), the CMC is designed
to increase students’ self-confidence and resilience, while providing a safe and equitable
environment for studying and creating music.

Research suggests music students outperform their non-music peers, and by offering free
instruments and bilingual instruction, the CMC allows students—who may not normally be
able to participate in music programs—to gain that advantage.

The CMC provides free instruments and free group lessons three days a week in seven
different instrument families for students in grades 4-12. Students also participate in two
recitals each year, which builds self-confidence and pride. In addition to providing free
instruments and books for classroom use and at-home practice, LJMS awards students who
meet attendance and musical proficiency requirements for two years with a new instrument
they can keep for life. With the support of a dedicated and qualified nine-member teaching
staff, students’ lives are changed forever building critical learning and life skills through
music-making.

Resources for Schools
We strive to be a strong partner to schools in San Diego, offering a hand up to students and
their families with our free after-school music program, complimentary Education Ticket
Program, and exciting school-site performances by acclaimed young artists.

Education Ticket Program
As the largest presenter of classical music and dance in San Diego County, we have the
opportunity and obligation to open our doors to audiences who, for various reasons, might
not otherwise be able to attend. Each year, hundreds of students are invited into the world of
classical music and dance by attending La Jolla Music Society performances at no charge.
The program supports partnerships with the Visual and Performing Arts Departments of



both the San Diego Unified School District and San Diego County Office of Education, as well
as with individual schools.

Community Engagement
La Jolla Music Society introduces thousands of San Diego children to classical music each
year by bringing artists from our stages into the community. Artists in our Discovery Series
each lead two full days of community engagement activities, including school assemblies,
performances at senior living facilities and community centers, and master classes.

The LJMS Director of Learning Engagement is Allison Boles.
ABoles@LJMS.org
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