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No Fooling! April 2023 is HUGE
at La Jolla Music Society

From Alvin Ailey™ American Dance Theatre to Midori,
from Emerson Quartet’s Swan Song to viral sensation

Yunchan Lim, every week is bigger than the last. And did
we mention Yo-Yo Ma & Kathryn Stott?

San Diego, CA—It’s not a prank—we really are pulling out all the stops at La Jolla Music
Society in April! Some of the biggest names and the brightest rising stars in classical music
and dance, as well as Latin jazz and mariachi, will grace the stages of The Conrad’s
Baker-Baum Concert Hall and the Civic Theatre.

Concerts in April:

In a career spanning more than 60 years, both as a solo artist and bandleader, the great Cuban
pianist and composer Chucho Valdés has distilled elements of the Afro-Cuban music tradition,
jazz, classical music, rock, and more, into a deeply personal style he will bring to The
Baker-Baum Concert Hall on Saturday, April 1. Winner of seven GRAMMY® and four Latin
GRAMMY® Awards, Valdés received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Latin Academy
of Recording Arts & Science last year and was also inducted in the Latin Songwriters Hall of
Fame.
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You don’t just see an Alvin Ailey performance—you feel it. Since its now-fabled performance in
1958 at the 92nd Street Y in New York City, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater has grown
from a small group of African-American dancers to a revolutionary company that transcends
barriers and celebrates the African-American cultural experience. Under the decade-long
leadership of its visionary artistic director, Robert Battle, the company continues to honor the
monumental legacy of its founder, while expanding the Ailey repertory and developing the next
generation of choreographers. On April 4 and 5, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater will
perform a program including Ailey’s masterpiece Revelations at the Civic Theatre.

One of the most beloved musicians of our day and a dear friend of La Jolla Music Society, Yo-Yo
Ma brings his unparalleled virtuosity, passion, and thoughtfulness to the Civic Theatre on
Thursday, April 6. Collaborating with acclaimed pianist Kathryn Stott, he will make this
evening one to remember. With partners from around the world and across disciplines, Ma
creates programs that stretch the boundaries of genre and tradition to explore music-making as
a means not only to share and express meaning, but also as a model for the cultural
collaboration he considers essential to a strong society. For this evening he is joined by longtime
collaborator Kathryn Stott. Internationally recognized as one of Britain’s most versatile and
imaginative pianists, the Washington Post wrote of Stott “[she is] every bit Ma’s equal, playing
with striking individuality.” Together they have toured the globe and released multiple albums
including 2020’s Songs of Comfort and Hope in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The program
includes works by Mendelssohn, Sibelius, Bloch, Dvořák, Wallen, Mariano, Parra, and Piazzolla.

After more than 45 years, one of the most acclaimed and venerable string quartets in the world
graces us with a stop on its farewell tour, Sunday, April 16 in The Baker-Baum Concert Hall. The
Emerson String Quartet’s impact on the world of classical music performance cannot be
overstated. With more than 30 acclaimed recordings, nine GRAMMYs® (including two for Best
Classical Album), three Gramophone Awards, the Avery Fisher Prize, and Musical America’s
“Ensemble of the Year” award, the Quartet has collaborated with some of today’s most
esteemed composers to premiere new works, keeping the string quartet form alive and relevant.
This program of masterworks by Mendelssohn, Brahms, and Dvořák will leave you breathless
and not ready to say goodbye.

Speaking of legends of classical music, La Jolla Music Society has the great honor of welcoming
the visionary artist, activist, and educator Midori during her 40th anniversary celebration, as
our Education Ambassador-in-Residence. Exploring and building connections between music
and the human experience, Midori consistently breaks with traditional boundaries, making her
one of the most outstanding violinists of our time. To mark the 40th anniversary of her debut,
she offers two different and exciting programs in which contemporary works dialogue with
Bach compositions, April 20 and 21 in The Baker-Baum Concert Hall. Neither is to be missed.

What more can be said about South Korean viral sensation Yunchan Lim, who at 18 made
history as the youngest competitor to win the Gold Medal at the Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition? His medal-winning performance instantly became the stuff of legend,
wowing both the judges and the audience with his spectacular performance of Rachmaninoff’s
third piano concerto. He’s been described as “a mind-blowing once-in-a-lifetime talent,” “a
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phenomenal talent,” and “the singular most spectacular talent I have ever seen” by seasoned
concert pianists from around the world. We present this dazzling young pianist in the
incomparable acoustic of The Baker-Baum Concert Hall on Sunday, April 23, for what is sure to
be a night to remember. The program includes works by Dowland, Byrd, Bach, and Beethoven.

In a multimedia reimagining of the piano recital, Alice Sara Ott illuminates Chopin’s
bewitching and elusive 24 Preludes with help from masterpieces of the piano literature, from
Arvo Pärt to Chilly Gonzales. Echoes Of Life is a personal musical reflection on the moments,
fragments and experiences that make up a life. Accompanied by a full-length video installation
designed by architect Hakan Demirel, Ott takes us on a virtual journey through the microcosm
of Echoes Of Life, in its U.S. premiere, Friday, April 28 in The Baker-Baum Concert Hall. The
program includes Chopin preludes paired with pieces by Tristano, Ligeti, Rota, Gonzales,
Takemitsu, Pärt, and Ott herself.

For the first time ever, trailblazing ensembles Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles and the
Villalobos Brothers join forces—at The Conrad. America’s first all-female mariachi ensemble,
Reyna de Los Angeles, brings sensitivity, beauty, and a vivacious spirit to the historic art of
mariachi. Hailing from Veracruz, the Villalobos Brothers are acclaimed as one of today’s leading
contemporary Mexican ensembles. Their finely crafted original compositions and arrangements
masterfully blend and celebrate the richness of traditional son jarocho melodies with the intricate
harmonies of Latin jazz, rock, and flamenco. Hear these two great groups together on Sunday,
April 30 in The Baker-Baum Concert Hall.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SINGLE TICKETS
Series subscription packages start at $66. Single tickets start at $20. Compose-Your-Own
subscriptions are also available with a 10% discount for any four concerts or more. Military and
student discounts are available with valid ID. Please visit www.TheConrad.org for details and
to purchase subscriptions or tickets.

GIFT CARDS
Give the gift of music and the performing arts with La Jolla Music Society’s Gift Card! Gift cards
never expire, and they can be redeemed for any LJMS performance, whether at The Conrad, the
Balboa Theatre, or the Civic Theatre. Gift cards may be purchased by calling the Box Office at
858.459.3728.

The LJMS 2022–23 season concludes:

May 2023
Pianimal*
The ConRAD Kids Series
Saturday, May 6, 10 and 11:30 a.m.
The JAI

Brooklyn Rider* and Magos Herrera*
ProtoStar Innovative Series

https://theconrad.org/events/alice-sara-ott/
https://theconrad.org/events/mariachi-de-la-reyna/
https://theconrad.org/events/mariachi-de-la-reyna/
https://theconrad.org/events/mariachi-de-la-reyna/
http://www.ljms.org/


Saturday, May 6, 7:30 p.m.

New Century Chamber Orchestra*, with Daniel Hope*, violin and music director
Revelle Chamber Music Series
Friday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.

Cinema Verismo with Mak Grgic*
Concerts @ The JAI
Saturday, May 13, 6:30 and 8:30 p.m.
The JAI

Complexions Contemporary Ballet: Star Dust from Bach to Bowie
Dance Series
Saturday, May 20, 8 p.m.
Civic Theatre

National Geographic Live Presents: “Coral Kingdoms and Empires of Ice with David
Doubilet* and Jennifer Hayes*”
Speaker Series
Thursday, May 25, 7 p.m.

June 2023
BODYTRAFFIC*
Dance Series
Thursday, June 1 and Friday, June 2, 7:30 p.m.

Jimmie Herrod*
Concerts @ The JAI
Sunday, June 4, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
The JAI

Scott Silven*
Concerts at The JAI
Friday, June 9, 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 10, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
The JAI

*La Jolla Music Society debut
All artists, programs, dates and venues subject to change

ABOUT LA JOLLA MUSIC SOCIETY AT THE CONRAD
As one of Southern California’s leading presenters of premier performing arts, La Jolla Music
Society contributes to San Diego’s cultural vitality year-round through a rich variety of
presentations, including classical, jazz, global roots, contemporary music, and dance at its home,
The Conrad Prebys Performing Arts Center in La Jolla. In addition to robust educational



programs and community outreach, La Jolla Music Society produces SummerFest, a four-week
music festival featuring more than 80 world-class artists and ensembles performing eclectic
concerts. For more information, visit www.TheConrad.org, or call 858.459.3728.

La Jolla Music Society’s 2022–23 season is supported by The Conrad Prebys Foundation, The City of San
Diego Commission for Arts and Culture, Banc of California, The Lodge at Torrey Pines, ProtoStar
Foundation, Vail Memorial Fund, ResMed Foundation, Bright Events Rentals, Ace Parking, Brenda
Baker and Steve Baum, Raffaella and John Belanich, Gordon Brodfuehrer, Mary Ellen Clark, Teresa and
Harry Hixson, Joan and Irwin Jacobs, Dorothea Laub, Jeanette Stevens, Debra Turner, and Bebe and
Marvin Zigman.

The Conrad Prebys Performing Arts Center
Home of La Jolla Music Society

7600 Fay Avenue, La Jolla, CA 92037
858-459-3728 www.TheConrad.org
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